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Big Boy Bloater – Biography

Born in Farnham, Surrey in 1971 Bloater took up the guitar aged 11, influenced heavily by his father’s great love of music, “Our house was always filled with rock & roll, 60’s hits and basically anything and everything. My Dad still loves music to this day and he has no boundaries, it’s just good or bad music to him which has been a great lesson in life.” 

Playing in bands at school from the age of 13 Bloater soon realised he could earn pocket money playing in local pubs and clubs, as Bloater recalls, “They didn’t care how old you were then, although I’m not sure a 14 year-old would get away with it now!”

Bloater’s unique sound is inspired by a lifelong love of roots music. Fronting his own bands from a young age, Bloater quickly became a stalwart of the retro R&B and Blues scenes, bringing him to the attention of many, including Mark Lamarr who put his own money behind a limited-edition vinyl release of one of Bloater’s tracks in 2008, giving away 100 copies on the 100th edition of his award winning BBC Radio 2 show ‘Shake Rattle and Roll’.

Bloater has played guitar for many music legends continues to be a much sought after session player, as well as being the guitarist du jour for visiting Blues, R&B and R&R legends. 

Just some of the artists Bloater has played for include Lloyd Price, Wanda Jackson, Ray Sharpe, Earl ‘Speedo’ Carrol, Harvey Fuqua, Eugene Pitt, Jimmy McCracklin, Rosco Gordon, Joe Houston, Big Jay McNeely, Eddie Bo, Nappy Brown, Billy Boy Arnold, Tommy Brown, Lazy Lester, Young Jessie, Big Al Downing, Billy Lee Riley, Frankie Ford, The Cleftones, The Teenagers, Jimmy Cavello, Hardrock Gunter, Roddy Jackson, Frankie Miller, Chuck Rio, Marvin & Johnny, The Eldorados, The Bobbettes,  H-Bomb Ferguson, Hal Singer, The Medallions, Roy Gaines, Shirley Gunter, The Five Keys, Warren Storm, Barrence Whitfield, Eddy Clearwater and Sonny Burgess.
Such credits brought him to the attention of Sir Paul McCartney, who invited Bloater to record with him at Abbey Road.  

Despite a successful career, as 2009 dawned, Bloater was becoming increasingly restless. He wanted the chance to write more and have greater control over his career. “Mark Lamarr asked me why I was finishing my bands and all I could say was that I felt trapped by my own success, when I looked in my diary all I saw was gigs, but they were gigs that weren’t getting to new audiences or testing me musically or creatively. I was frustrated and bored.  Mark laughed at me for being annoyed about having a problem most musicians would dream of, but for me I needed to take a step back and think about where I wanted to be in 10 years. I was stuck.  I felt depressed and I couldn’t see myself still carrying on playing music without a big change.”

Bloater took a giant step back, finishing his existing bands and spending 2010 writing, recording and enjoying just being a musician again, “It was a lot of fun to have the opportunity to work for other people such as Paloma Faith and Imelda May. Knowing it was temporary was great. It gave me the space I needed.”
Bloater has seen the best and the worst that being a professional musician has to offer: “As with all jobbing musicians, I have seen the ups and downs that go with the lifestyle. I’ve been flown to Dubai first class, but have also spent all night on the side of the road with a broken down transit van. Clubs can treat you like a special guest or can treat you like the hired help that is inconveniencing them. I’ve performed in front of 20,000 people one night and then in front of 20 people the next night, and I’m just as happy to do both. All musicians have these experiences but they are what make you. Years of travelling and gigging are how you learn your craft, but you have to be strong to survive!”

Bloater has perform  two live sessions for Radio 2’s Paul Jones show, three live sessions for Mark Lamarr’s show ‘God’s Jukebox’ and a session for Jools Holland. In addition, Bloater has been a guest on The Craig Charles Funk & Soul Show (6Music) and The Jo Whiley Show on Radio 2.

Being a consummate professional, delivering hard-hitting vocals, having enviable guitar skills and the ability to write very catchy songs with clever lyrics, as well as the talent to mesmerise an audience, are what has brought Big Boy Bloater to where he is today. 
But he wants to take it further, “I’m old enough and ugly enough to know my trade well, I love what I do and I hope that shows onstage. I am very excited to have the chance now to break through and show the world what I can really do”

Bloater launched his ‘solo’ career at the beginning of 2011 with his new sound and his new band ‘The Limits’. 
Their debut album, ‘Big Boy Bloater and The Limits’ was released in March 2011 and featuring special guest appearances from Imelda May and jazz-funk legend Snowboy. The self-penned numbers showed not only great musicianship but a maturity in style, attracting much critical acclaim.  “I was so lucky to get Imelda to guest on my album, when we went in to the studio to record her vocal parts her album was in the top 10 in the UK.  We got it done then went for a Chinese afterwards – she’s a great girl!”
Big Boy Bloater and The Limits appeared as Imelda May’s special guest at two of her biggest UK concerts (Roundhouse, March 2011 and Somerset House, July 2011), before Imelda personally invited the band to be the support for her UK tour in November 2011, which was followed by a live session and interview on Jools Holland’s Radio 2 show and a successful headline UK tour of his own in Feb 2012.  

Major features followed in national publications ‘Total Guitar’, ‘UK Rock & Roll’ and ‘Classic Rock Blues’, and in March 2012 Bloater was invited on The Jo Whiley show on BBC Radio 2 to chat to Craig Charles.

Big Boy Bloater and The Limits release their new album ‘The World Explained’ on October 1st 2012, and is preceded by the release of a new single entitled ‘Leonard Cohen’ on 30th July, 2012.
    www.bigboybloater.com
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